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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 011750 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, IR, IZ 

SUBJECT: UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE ON KURDISH REFUGEES 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 476; (B) TEHRAN 10957 

1 . MISSION IS REQUESTED TO CHECK WITH UNHCR TO DETERMINE 
IP AN APPEAL FOR A THIRD MOVEMENT OP IRAQI-KURDS PROM IRAN 
IS BEING SOUGHT BY UNHCR AS NOTED IN REFTEL A. 

2. IF UNHCR/GENEVA IS CONSIDERING SUCH AN APPEAL, DEPT. 

WOULD APPRECIATE DETAILS INCLUDING NUMBER AND CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF KURDISH REFUGEES POR WHOM UNHCR IS SEEKING IN- 
TERNATIONAL RESETTLEMENT, AND SIGNIPICANCE OP THE LIST OF 
KURDS REGISTERING WITH UNHCR MENTIONED IN REPTEL A. THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 011750 

UNHCR'S RATIONALE FOR SEEKING INTERNATIONAL RESETTLEMENT 
POR IRAQI-KURDS PRESENTLY IN IRAN WOULD BE NEEDED AS WOULD 
PURTHER DETAILS AS TO THEIR SITUATION IN IRAN TO ENABLE 
THE DEPARTMENT TO REVIEW THIS MATTER WITH CONCERNED COM- 
MITTEES OP CONGRESS, THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE, AND THE 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES. 
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3. NO COMMITTMENT FOR USG PARTICIPATION IN FUTURE INTER- 
NATIONAL EFFORTS TO RESETTLE KURDS CAN BE MADE WITHOUT 

THE CONSULTATIONS MENTIONED ABOVE. HOWEVER, SHOULD AN APPEAL 

FROM UNHCR/GENEVA BE RECEIVED, IT WOULD BE GIVEN CAREFUL 
AND SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION IN THE DEPARTMENT. 

4. FROM TIME TO TIME GENERAL BARZANI HAS EXPRESSED THE 
HOPE THAT WE WOULD ACCEPT ADDITIONAL KURDS. TO DATE 
NEITHER BARZANI NOR ANY OTHER KURDISH REPRESENTATIVE HAS 
FORMALLY REQUESTED FROM THE USG ANOTHER REFUGEE PROGRAM. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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